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“Poverty and illiteracy are not the reason for Hunger. It is because of injustice, violence and
discrimination. We need bottom-up approach with ethical values on development matters”
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FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
The Foundation for Sustainable Development (FSD) is a dedicated non-profit
progressive organisation working for the vulnerable groups in fighting poverty,
eliminating discriminations and combating modern slavery system by involving the
multiple stakeholders with increased accountability. FSD is playing a significant role in
responding to COVID-19 Crisis along with network members, volunteers, social
workers, lawyers and created considerable impacts through its continuous and tireless
activities. We started our relief work on 28 March 2020 by having consultation with
stakeholders in regional and national level and have formulated a plan to reduce the
risk and negative impacts of COVID-19 pandemic. With the support of staff and
volunteers, the FSD launched implementing the Hunger Project to respond COVID-19.
The “Good Practices” of FSD is helped for successful implementation of the relief work
in this COVID-19 pandemic by adopting on-time Risk Management Techniques (RMT) to
overcome challenges in this unexpected emergency. We began our Hunger Campaign
work with contacting the unorganised workers, communicating with government,
identifying the unidentified zones, utilising social media, public notice on services,
expressing issues through electronic media, tele-survey and collection of data using
online assessment, involving network organisations in different states, team work with
good coordination and continuous awareness on prevention of crisis.
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BACKGROUND OF THE HUNGER CAMPAIGN
FSD started this Campaign to End Hunger with the support of iProbono to provide immediate
food relief to millions of migrant and daily wage workers — with special focus to the workers
from south Indian states. Millions of migrant workers are suddenly facing shutdown of their
industries, loss of wages, lack of employment and unavailability of labour work, occupation
and entire countries are lockdown to halt the spread of COVID-19 pandemic.
On 24 March 2020, the Prime Minister Narendra Modi ordered a nationwide lockdown for
21 days, limiting movement of the entire 1.3 billion population of India as a preventive
measure against the COVID-19 pandemic in India. Further the nationwide lockdown is
extended several times to prevent spread of the coronavirus. The nationwide lockdown has
disproportionately hurt marginalised communities due to loss of livelihood and lack of food,
shelter, health, and other basic needs. The government did not plan well to protect the health
and well-being of the population, but some of these steps have left tens of thousands of outof-work inter-state migrant workers stranded, with rail, bus and other transport services shut
down. The blanket closing of state borders have caused disruption in the supply of essential
goods, leading to inflation and fear of shortages. Thousands of homeless people are faced
unexpected crisis, hunger, starvation and anxiety and insecurity. Millions of workers and many
thousands of poor communities are in need of food with protection.
Therefore, the FSD team undertaken food relief work in many locations to feed the migrant
people to overcome starvation and continued its work along with its network members who
are working tirelessly to feed every person who are in hunger and tried to cover migrant
workers, marginalised tribal labourers, ex-bonded labourers, and domestic workers.
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT
1. Protecting the vulnerable people from starvation and discrimination and preparing
the most marginalised to secure justice in the effect of COVID 19 pandemic;
2. Reducing Hunger and emptiness due to the impact of nationwide lockdown amid
COVID-19 pandemic;
3. Educating labour rights of the migrant workers and preventing labour trafficking
through advocacy;
4. Exposing the prevalence of the forced labour system and increasing accountability of
the authorities and monitoring agencies to reduce modern slavery practice;
5. Promoting ethics and values in this economic development businesses and ensuring
equal treatment of the interstate migrant workers and wage labourers;
6. Implementing labor welfare legislations to access entitlement rights of the intradistrict and inter-state migrant workers through strategic dialogues;
7. Empowering workers’ communities to overcome labour exploitation and increasing
bargaining skills;
8. Ensuring restoration of life with freedom and promoting alternative livelihoods by
accessing government schemes, welfare programmes and traditional livelihoods with
local self-government;
9. Execution of periodical monitoring by involving the state and national monitoring
agencies with increased responsibilities;
10. Involving multiple stake-holders for united action for social inclusion and for
sustainable development.
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FOCUS OF THE HUNGER CAMPAIGN PROJECT
FSD started its relief work by focusing on the survivors who are the rescued labourers from the
bonded labour system. Later it reached to migrant labourers, stranded workers, poor daily
wage depender, domestic workers, singe-woman families and other vulnerable in the society.
FSD covered various categories of workers and their families in primary, secondary and
territory sectors who belongs to the States of Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Tamilnadu,
Puducherry, Kerala, Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and
Maharastra and focused particularly on women and children who are suffering due to the
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Till the date of 4th August 2020, FSD has covered 20828
individuals of 7693 families as part of relief work beneficiaries with the support of iProbono.
In India, more than 93% percent of workforce employed in the unorganised sector, and onethird working as casual laborers in various industries that not limited to agriculture, automobile
industries, brick kilns, carpet weaving, communication sector, construction sector, domestic
services, fishing, goods loading/unloading, hotels, irrigation, marble cutting, mining, massage
units, poultry farms, road laying, rice-mills, restaurants, stone quarry, textile factories,
transportation, titles making, and weaving industries. Most of these workers are intra-district
and inter-state migrant have been travelling for in search of employment and wages.
The micro-level labour contractors are playing significant role in transportation of workers from
backward districts and linking them to the employers —mainly to the informal sectors to work
for daily or weekly wages and sometimes based on advance with oral agreements. This
COVID-19 has created unexpected loss of livelihoods, hunger, anxiety and insecurity, and large
number of workers across the country are facing huge problems. So, FSD along with iProbono
targeted to reach the unreachable workers by providing them some food-security.
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INTER-STATE MIGRANT WORKERS
Inter-State migrant workers are more vulnerable
to all-types-of-exploitation as many of them are
poor, underprivileged, discomfort, ignorant and
live in hazardous locations. Due to COVID-19,
migrant workers are facing countless challenges
which includes modern slavery, mistreatment,
unsafe working conditions, contract violations,
abuse, psychological problems, non-payment of
wages and over exploitation.

MARGINALISED TRIBAL LABOURERS
Implications of COVID-19 outbreak is having a
real and immediate economic impact on tribals
and already lost livelihoods – particularly on seminomadic tribal groups. Economic challenges
during the crisis pose a serious threat to tribal
women and expose them to increased risk of
exploitation or abuse. Women and girls facing
severe economic shocks are more likely to take on
high-risk work for their economic survival.

LANDLESS WAGE LABOURERS
Collapsing economic demand and the lockdown of
industries and livelihood activities in the wake of
COVID-19 pandemic is increasing the supply of
wage labourers in search of any job, work and
employment. This is exactly the type of
vulnerability that traffickers and fraudulent
labour contracts seek to exploit. The unorganised
wage workers, who are in no position to negotiate
wages or their rights, will be the major sufferers.

DOMESTIC WOMEN WORKERS
More than four million domestic workers in India
are remain as labourers in informal sector, which
is unregulated, unnoticed and unrecognised. Their
wages are, on average, only a third of those in
other sectors, they have very limited social
protections, and commonly suffer poor working
conditions, exploitation, abuse and forms of
slavery and current COVID-19 is made them into
further marginalisation and discrimination.

RESCUED BONDED LABOURERS
Vulnerable people are trafficked for labour
exploitation under the bonded labour system
which is a crime. Industries found to be involved
in the contemporary forms of slavery include but
are not restricted to brick-kilns, constructions,
cotton fields, agriculture and domestic works.
Bonded labourers are facing number of atrocities
and exploitations due to their socio-economic,
situation and women and children are the victims.
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TOTALLY 20828
PEOPLE COVERED

01
During this COVID-19 period,
FSD has reached to over 2942
inter-state migrant workers who
are all native of about 12 States.

02
In this COVID-19 pandemic, FSD
is able to cover over 8030
marginalised tribal labourers to
overcome hunger & starvation.

Categories of workers
and total number of
beneficiaries under the
Hunger Campaign
activities to respond
COVID-19 pandemic

03
Poor landless labourers and daily
wage workers about 1562 people
across 4 States are benefitted in
our Hunger Campaign activity.

04
Prime focus of FSD relief work is
reaching Survivors of bonded
labour system and 7442 people
are benefited during this period.

05
Domestic workers are affected
due to COVID-19 crisis and FSD
provided relief work over 852
women workers in this period.

COVERAGE STATES FOR HUNGER CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES
(Total number of families and number of persons)

TELANGANA
TAMILNADU

COVID-19 relief work of
FSD is covered more-than
1426 families and 5078
persons in Telangana State
under the Hunger
Campaign Activities

COVID-19 relief work of FSD is
covered more-than 3230 families
and 11851 persons in Tamilnadu
State under the Hunger
Campaign Activities

Activities of Hunger
Campaign reached to
20818 individuals
covering 7683 families
in 12 States

ANDHRA
PRADESH
COVID-19 relief work
of FSD is covered
more-than 370 families
and 1131 persons in
Andhra Pradesh State
under the Hunger
Campaign Activities

OTHER STATES
COVID-19 relief work of FSD is
covered more-than 2768 persons in the
States of Puducherry, Kerala, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Maharastra,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal,
during this Hunger Campaign

The FSD organisation is implementing Hunger Campaign activities in the States of Telangana,
Tamilnadu Andhra Pradesh, and other nine states to reduce hunger and starvation amidst COVID-19
pandemic. In addition, members of the FSD team tried to generate alternative local employment
opportunities to improve living conditions of the vulnerable workers. It includes jobs under the
MGNREGA, collection of minor-forest products (MFP), development of kitchen gardens, alternatives
through government welfare schemes, accessing pending rehabilitation and others. This resulted in
creating considerable impacts in the coverage areas for sustaining the economic efforts as well as
preventing spread of COVID-19 coronavirus with more precautions in our working villages.

11

LIST OF STATES, NAME OF THE DISTRICTS AND DETAILS OF BENEFICIARIES
Name of the State

Name of the Districts

No of Families

No of Individuals

Telangana
1 Nagarkurnool

837

2883

2 Mahabubnagar

274

1050

3 Nalgonda

60

208

4 Medchal Malkajgiri

33

130

130

477

92

330

1 Chitoor

163

361

2 Nellore

103

321

3 East Godavai

104

449

1 Tirupathur

474

1854

49

211

3 Thiruvallur

141

286

4 Chengalpattu

330

1238

5 Villupuram

1741

6675

6 Cuddalore

15

75

7 Kallakurichi

59

227

8 Perambalur

32

32

9 Trichy

24

24

43

43

11 Erode

139

493

12 Krishnagiri

183

693

1 Pondicherry

38

139

1 Wayanad

10

10

2619

2619

7693

20828

5 Hyderabad
6 Yadadri Bhongir
Andhra Pradesh

Tamilnadu

2 Vellore

10 Coimbatore

Puducherry

Kerala

Other States
TOTAL

23
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REACHING THE UNREACHABLE
Migrant workers and marginalised tribal labourers are the poorest of poor and they face
varieties of discrimination and human rights violations in all phases of their life. Issues such as
displacement, land alienation, forced migration, human trafficking, illiteracy, unemployment,
indebtedness, starvation, sickness, bondage, forced labour, atrocities and social exclusion are
endless difficulties in their life. One of the most telling human stories to result of COVID-19
outbreak is sufferings of these unorganised workers. So, the FSD is trying to address the issues
through various strategies with the involvement of multiple stake-holders along with
cooperation from its network members. FSD is reached to the most vulnerable communities
and to the extremely voiceless people in this COVID-19 pandemic. We have covered relief
work activities in 23 districts of 12 states and reached to 20828 individuals during this period.
In Kerala, we initiated support to the self-help group to produce face-mask for supply to the
poor people of our target areas. This self-help group is formed for the welfare of destitute
women who are poor and depending for livelihoods on tailoring skills. We increased these
women’s skills in reviving their earning capacities by making face masks in this COVID-19
pandemic. We made bulk orders to them and supplied the face-masks to the vulnerable
people of Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and Tamilnadu State.
Since, the FSD is a grassroots organisation, hence during COVID-19 pandemic, it started
working for supporting the displaced and migrant vulnerable communities. FSD influenced
many state and central government departments and monitoring agencies to develop plans
and schemes for protecting the interstate migrant workers, vulnerable wage labourers and
provided relief work. It is constantly a learning organization with strong commitment for
establishing social justice and standardising its financial review systems and policies for
promoting accountability with participatory review and reflections. FSD feels that it has done
a satisfactory work in responding to COVID-19 pandemic with iProbono support.
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HUNGER CAMPAIGN TEAM MEMBERS
This hunger campaign is successfully implemented because of the committed team members.
All food relief work, supply of essential commodities, awareness are reached to various
locations due to active cooperation from the staff and volunteers team at this emergency
situation. The management of FSD is saluting these frontline COVID-19 warriors.

Tamilnadu State

Telangana State

Andhra Pradesh State

M Balan
M Muthukannan
U Jagadeeswaran
R Rani
S Vasanthi
M Madevi
R Shanker
G Shankar
M S Kumar
M Geetha
K Devika
K Suganthi
A Kumar
R Yuvaraj
K Arumugam
R Raj Bharath
V Ammu

Ch Vasudevarao
K Mahesh
K Govind
D Ramulu
A Venkat
K Vamshi
Chintha Krishna

Srinivasalu
Susmitha
Sahadevaiah

Amaran Kumar
Venkateshan
Gangadharan
Subramani
Duraisamy
Punniyakotti
Karmegam
Senthil
Ravi
Vinoth
Mari
Sekar

Naganna
Sudhakar
Maddileti
Ramesh
Chenna
Vijay
Shyam
Sivasankar
Ramesh
Sunil
Chandu
Shiva
Sumant
Harikrishna
Prudhvi
Narasmihulu

Lanka Chinna
Indigimali Srinu
Kowsalya
Manigandan
Thenmoyi
Thudhiya
Drakshiyani
Fr.Ignatius
Mr.Theo
Samson

Kerala State
C K Dineshan
K.M.Pradeesh

Puducherry UT
K. Ramkumar
S.L.Xavier
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I M PA C T O F T H E F S D O R G A N I S AT I O N I N T H E PA S T
The Foundation for Sustainable Development (FSD) is a non-profit organization has legally
registered under the Government of India and practicing finance policy, staff welfare policy,
gender policy, child welfare policy, women’s rights policy and adopting equal employment
system along-with unique values and ethics. FSD projects are executed effectively towards
achieving sustainable development with responsible commitment and accountability.
Some of the achievements are provided below for measuring the milestones.

1

FSD is worked with various district administrations and

2

Activities of FSD is protected over 12,41,500 workers from

3

We have identified more than 5,82,000 distress workers in

4

FSD facilitated to obtain about Rs.5,78,48,990 (INR) as cash-

5

Legal intervention of FSD is promoted for prosecution work
which assisted around 723 cases through judicial process.

6

Enforcement of labour welfare legislations is activated

7

FSD is preventing forced labour and pushed migration by
obtaining 15,460 acres of land from the forest rights act.

8

Community-based rehabilitation is prevented exploitation

9

Information collected from 36,371 migrant workers during
the COVID-19 pandemic and assisted for their repatriation.

10

FSD implemented COVID Relief Work and reached to over

rescued about 12,429 survivors from labour trafficking.

the bonded labour system through sensitisation programs.

16 types of industries / facilities through survey work.

based rehabilitation for the survivors’ economic welfare.

functional Vigilance Committees in the 57 districts.

and introduced alternative livelihoods for 6900 families.

75,196 beneficiaries during 4-months in various locations.
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