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The Foundation for Sustainable Development (FSD) is a leading dedicated 
progressive organisation for the advancement of adivasi communities in fighting 
poverty and social injustice. FSD is aiming to protect fundamental rights of the 
Scheduled Tribes which are promised under the Constitution of India. We create 
equal space for women and children for their rights and special emphasis is given 
to abolish the bonded labour system, preventing human trafficking, promoting 
economic equality, gender equity, improvement of rural villages, space for mother 
tongue-based multilingual education, investment on young children and 
conservation of common property resources for the best of next generation. The 
FSD is operating in the states of Tamilnadu, Puducherry, Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana by networking through the NATIONAL ADIVASI 
SOLIDARITY COUNCIL (NASC) with the approach of inclusive development with 
collective action to promote justice and peace. Our motto is “To secure Equality, 
Liberty and Prosperity” and our vision is “Creating a peaceful society where there 
is no division between race, religion, caste, class, gender, colour, language and 
everyone participates in building equality and justice whilst protecting and 
utilising all the natural resources in a sustainable manner”.   

According to Justice P.N.Bhagwati, “Bonded Labour is totally incompatible with 
the new egalitarian socio-economic order which we have promised to build and it 
is not only an affront to basic human dignity but also constitutes gross and 
revolting violation of constitutional values.” In order to ensure social justice, 
economic equality and to promote a life with dignity, the FSD organisation is 
implementing activities to abolish the bonded labour & human trafficking in many 
States. Our intervention strategies for eradicating bonded labour system are; 

• Identifying and accepting the prevalence of the problem / crime / violence of 
Bonded Labour System and Human Trafficking and its negative impact on poor. 

• Seeking Justice through application of law along with implementation of 
multiple strategies to find solutions to end bonded labour crime in the society.  

• Establishing public justice system by removing all obstacles and challenges to 
function for the poorest of the poor, so that Social Justice system is ensured. 

• Ensuring the justice system is become as unstoppable and building a strong 
foundation for sustainable social change in the Society.



ACTION FOR ACCESSING PUBLIC JUSTICE SYSTEM: 
The history of slavery spans many cultures, nationalities, and religions from ancient times to the present day. However the social, 
economic, and legal positions of slaves were vastly different in different systems of slavery in different times and places. Slavery 
was abolished in India by the British Empire with the passage of the Slavery Abolition Act 1833 and criminalised in the British Raj 
in the Indian Penal Code of 1861. In 1841, there was about 8,000,000 or 9,000,000 slaves in India. In later days, system of slavery 
was transformed into forced labour or bonded labour due to new kinds of economic exploitation. In reality, VIOLENCE is used as 
weapon for socio-economic exploitation to gain political oppression. To abolish the bonded labour system the Government of 
India was legislated the law which is known as the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act 1976. As per the information from the 
Union Labour Ministry, we have about 1,84,00,000 people as victims and by 2030 all will be rescued from the human trafficking 
and bonded labour system in India. The FSD is fighting against the bonded labour crime and working with various organisations 
and with government by adopting some strategies to eradicate the bonded labour system and preventing human trafficking.  

SENSITISATION:  
Awareness programmes and public legal education camps are conducted on the importance of welfare legislations and its 
intentions to the multiple-stake holders about the bonded labour issue-crime-human rights violations. The sensitisation 
programs helps everyone to be vigilant to end the bonded labour crime and till now we have reached over 4,10,000 persons 
during the period of 2012-2018. This activity helped to activate vigilance committees and various schemes to address the issues. 

IDENTIFICATION:  
Research and survey work is conducted with the participation of vigilance committee’ members and social workers. Collected 
details about the workers’ status in several sectors such as Agriculture, Plantation, Irrigation, Sugarcane cutting field, Cotton-
plant, Flower garden, Vegetable garden, Ginger cultivation, Grazing, Poultry, Wood cutting, Stone quarry, Sand-mining, Granite 
quarry, Road work, Construction, Bore-well work, Telephone line, Domestic work, Massage Parlour, Silver Anklet making,      
Brick-kilns, Rice-Mills, Spinning mills, Weaving industries, Power looms, Garments, Fireworks, Fishing/Fish Farms, Salt farms, 
Hotels/Resorts, Sweet Stalls, Apartments, and Food Processing Units are some of areas where bonded labours are rescued.  

RESCUE / LIBERATION:  
We have conducted 147 successful rescue works with various district administration and released over 6464 bonded labourers 
in the States of Kerala, Tamilnadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Puducherry with government support by 
implementing legal aid action and procedures based on the Central Sector Scheme and Standard Operating Procedures.  

REHABILITATION:  
Implementation of the State and Central Government schemes for sustainable rehabilitation of the freed bonded labourers is 
key activity of the FSD organisation. We are empowering the freed bonded labourers with community empowerment process 
through formation of Released Bonded Labourers Associations among with alternative employment activities. Additional 
supports are provided through legal action for prosecution of the cases and increasing accountability of all perpetrators.  



The FSD organisation is working for the advancement of most marginalised adivasi communities in 
southern India, and we are reaching to 233,280 people in 1080 villages at 36 districts in 6 States. We are 
moving towards establishing the assured public justice system to live a life with freedom and dignity.activities

• Educating the concern government 
authorities to increase their 
accountability as per the legal 
provisions of the law; 

• Enforcing for System Change to 
activate public justice system to 
function for poorest of the poor; 

• Ensuring freedom of the bonded 
labourers by executing laws and 
schemes to eradicate the bonded 
labour and Human Trafficking; 

• Expanding field activities in 
identification, survey / research, 
rescue, release, rehabilitation, 
prosecution and scaling up; 

• Engaging judicial action against 
the perpetrators and criminals to 
abolish the bonded labour system 
and to stop human trafficking; 

• Exploring networking for the 
collective efforts and increasing 
responsibility of the multiple stake 
holders to promote equality as per 
the Constitutional Provisions; 

• Empowering the vulnerable groups 
to fight against the crime by 
getting awareness education, 
accessing government welfare 
schemes and participation in 
panchayat raj system and 
developing peoples based 
organisations towards self-help. 


